
Do not Despise the Day of Small 
Things

Zechariah 4:1-14





"Moon Rocket Misses Target by 
238,799 1/2 Miles." 





What Unfulfilled dreams along the way 
have you experienced? 



Zechariah 4:1-14



• 607 BC = Israel taken captive by King 
Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon

• 537 BC = Exiles return to Jerusalem.

• 520 BC  = Work on the temple begins again.  

• 516B.C.  The temple was finished. 







Jeshua and Zurabbabel were in charge of 
starting the work.   But the job never got done.  
And it’s been a long time now - 16 years 



1Then the angel who talked with me returned 
and woke me up, like someone awakened 
from sleep. 2 He asked me, “What do you 
see?”

I answered, “I see a solid gold lampstand with 
a bowl at the top and seven lamps on it, with 
seven channels to the lamps.



3 Also there are two olive trees by it, one on 
the right of the bowl and the other on its left.”



4 I asked the angel who talked with me, “What 
are these, my lord?”  5 He answered, “Do you 
not know what these are?”

“No, my lord,” I replied.  6 So he said to me, 
“This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 
‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ 
says the LORD Almighty.



7 “What are you, mighty mountain? Before 
Zerubbabel you will become level ground. 
Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts 
of ‘God bless it! God bless it!’”



8 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 
9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of this temple; his hands will also 
complete it. Then you will know that the LORD

Almighty has sent me to you.



10 “Who dares despise the day of small things, 
since the seven eyes of the LORD that range 
throughout the earth will rejoice when they 
see the chosen capstone[a] in the hand of 
Zerubbabel?”

https://www.biblica.com/bible/niv/zechariah/4/


11 Then I asked the angel, “What are these two olive 
trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?”

12 Again I asked him, “What are these two olive 
branches beside the two gold pipes that pour out 
golden oil?”

13 He replied, “Do you not know what these are?”

“No, my lord,” I said.
14 So he said, “These are the two who are anointed 

to serve the Lord of all the earth.”



God’s pattern always seems to start first with 
the small.

• Abraham = in a land not his own.

• Moses = a shepherd 

• Gideon = 300 men 

• David = shepherd boy.

• Naaman = reached by a Jewish slave girl,

• Elijah, = afraid and complaining 

• Disciples = common and the ordinary  



A day of small things:

In the Bible, the story always starts 
that way. Always.



• Bethlehem

• Rod

• Jawbone 

• Five stones

• One small jar of oil

• Five barley 

• The mustard seed



Jesus spoke of small things.

“What is the kingdom of God like? And to 
what shall I compare it? It is like a grain of 
mustard seed which a man took and sowed in 
his garden; and it grew and became a tree, 
and the birds of the air made nests in its 
branches.”  Matthew 13:31-32



And again he said, “To what shall I compare 
the kingdom of God? It is like leaven which a 
woman took and hid in three measures of 
flour, till it was all leavened.” (Luke 13: 18,19)



Do not despise the day of 
small things.  





Remember….God is the one who does the real 
work. 

• I Cor. 1:27  But God chose the foolish things of 
the world to shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame the strong.

• Ezekiel 17:24   I will dry up the high tree and 
make the dry tree flourish. 



Remember….God is the one who does the real 
work. 

• Psalm 127:1a, "Except the Lord build the 
house, they labor in vain that built it."

• 1 Corinthians 3:6-7 6I planted the seed, 
Apollos watered it, but God makes it grow. 



Small things matter much to God!



**Never Give Up. 

**Small Things Matter Much to God.  

(Big things always start with small things.)


